'Complementing' viral infection: mechanisms for evading innate immunity.
Through co-evolution with their hosts, viruses have developed a variety of immune escape and control mechanisms. In addition to strategies used to avoid the cellular and humoral immune responses, many viral families encode proteins capable of neutralizing the host's first line of defense, complement. The diversity of these complement avoidance mechanisms and proposed mechanisms by which viruses not only avoid, but also use the immune system to their advantage are discussed.